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FREFACE

Church in Jacksonville, Florida I taught a “training

union” class (there is a dated church term) called “These
Things We Believe.” The class resulted from my experience that
the membership, although constantly and consistently exposed
to sound biblical preaching and teaching under the leadership
of Dr. Homer G. Lindsay, Jr. and Dr. Jerry Vines, were not fully
cognizant of the enumerated tenets of the faith.

Although, the first literation from the training union concept
was shorter than the 18 issues addressed by the Baptist Faith
and Message' this book extends the training union lessons and
explores and expounds the Biblical principles upon which the
Southern Baptist Convention considers foundational to the faith.

As I am a product of expository and alliterative preaching
and teaching, initially influenced by my pastors at First Baptist,
as well as Dr. John Phillips, I have embraced it as my personal
teaching style. Purposefully, I have written this book in an
alliterative manner, which hopefully will be easily understood
as well as a medium, which will be easy to communicate. It
was also written in such a manner as to keep my personal
commentary to a minimum. In this way the one reading or
teaching can make their own analogies as well as practical and

Several years ago while attending the First Baptist
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spiritual applications. This brings me to why and to whom this
has been written.

The first reason, as elementary as it may seem, is God laid
it on my heart to try and convey what I have been taught and
hopefully learned. In that light, as honestly as possible, I have
attempted to beand hopefully have been, biblical, thus spiritually
sound. My target audience is the individual who may not have
given any thought to what they believe about the things of God,
why they believe them, or where to find them. Whether fresh to
the new believer or a refresher for those grounded in the faith,
hopefully it will be educational and practical.

As to possible group training, as I did originally, this could
be used as an extra curricular learning activity, like a new
members or refresher type class. Finally, it could be used in a
small group setting as either a series, or as topical lessons. As
there are numerous topics, they could be broken down into a
variety of ways to meet the spiritual needs of those to whom
they would be applicable.

No matter how it is used, I pray the Lord will be glorified and
the individual edified...as A Layman Looks at the Baptist Faith
and Message.

! Copyright © 2000 Southern Baptist Convention. Used by permission. Text
also available at http://www.sbc.net/bfm/bfm2000.asp The Southern Baptist
Convention recognizes only one version of the Baptist Faith and Message at any
time, and considers the earlier 1925 and 1963 renditions outdated and obsolete.
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INTRODUCTION

Although there are books specifically dealing with the
Baptist Faith and Message, this looks at it from purely a layman’s
viewpoint. The purpose of this book is to be educational,
inspirational and evangelical. The text is detailed enough for a
student wanting to grasp the basic spiritual context, but flexible
enough for a teacher to adapt to their personal teaching style for
communication of the scriptures. To this end, there is very little
commentary. Each section is structured in a fashion that lends
itself to be taught individually or in a series over an extended
timeframe. Each chapter begins with the exact wording
of the Baptist Faith and Message related to the topic and the
corresponding scripture. What follows is a layman’s attempt to
add additional clarity, context and content.

Chapter 1, rightfully so, begins with the inerrancy of, thus
importance of the scripture as it is the medium God has given
man to not only reveal himself, but to disclose His story. This
revelation extends not only to what He did originally but what He
will do eventually. The scripture also provides the framework
for our relationship to God as well as our relating to man.

In Chapter 2, God in his all his fullness is discussed. God
as Father, Son, and Holy Spirit are discussed as pertaining to
their roles of unity in purpose and diversity in practice, as
well as their divinity and distinction. Looking at God from
creation, to Jesus and his revelation is the focus of this chapter.
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The chapter will look at God as creator, Jesus as savior and the
Holy Spirit as indweller.

Chapter 3, 4, and 5 deal with man’s dealing with his sin,
Jesus provision of salvation, and God’s sustaining grace. These
chapters will draw our attention to looking internally and God'’s
working inwardly as we face our sinful nature to ask of God
what we cannot initially provide for or ultimately sustain by
ourselves. The focus is therefore on identifying man’s greatest
need in the light of accepting God’s greatest gift.

The focus of Chapters 6,7, 8, 9, and 10 is on the ordination of
the church, ordinances in the church as well as observations
necessary for the church. Christ’s establishment of the
universality and individuality of believers in Him is discussed
drawing us to focus on why He gave His life. We then see
those things Christ personally did that the church/people
should perpetually and willingly do as acts of worship and
witness. Chapters 9, 10, and 11 specifically look at things
heavenly and prophetically.

As in a previous chapter, the emphasis was to look internally,
Chapters 11 through 18 concentrate on the Christian looking
externally and working outwardly. The development of these
chapters look at things evangelistically and educationally,
all from the standpoint of a Christian’s responsible to live the
Gospel here on earth while looking to heaven. Chapter 13
not only outlines God’s reasoning and the rewards related to
one’s personal finances, but a Christian’s responsibility as to
financing the mission and ministries of the church. Chapters
15 through 18 establish how Christians are to act in their family,
community and globally.
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Chaptcr 1 - The Scriptures

The Holy Bible was written by men divinely inspired and is
God's revelation of Himself to man. It is a perfect treasure of divine
instruction. It has God for its author, salvation for its end, and truth,
without any mixture of error, for its matter. Therefore, all Scripture
is totally true and trustworthy. It reveals the principles by which
God judges us, and therefore is, and will remain to the end of the
world, the true center of Christian union, and the supreme standard
by which all human conduct, creeds, and religious opinions should be
tried. All Scripture is a testimony to Christ, who is Himself the focus
of divine revelation.

Exodus 24:4; Deuteronomy 4:1-2; 17:19; Joshua 8:34; Psalms 19:7-
10; 119:11,89,105,140; Isaiah 34:16; 40:8; Jeremiah 15:16;, 36:1-32;
Matthew 5:17-18; 22:29; Luke 21:33; 24:44-46; John 5:39; 16:13-15;
17:17; Acts 2:16ff.; 17:11; Romans 15:4; 16:25-26; 2 Timothy 3:15-17;
Hebrews 1:1-2; 4:12; 1 Peter 1:25; 2 Peter 1:19-21.

THE BIBLE IS INSPIRED BY GOD
AND WITHOUT ERROR

I. Inspiration by God (God breathed) meaning that God directed
the writers all the while maintaining their personalities and
peculiarities without compromising the contents/context.
Many years ago, I was watching a television movie, the title
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of which I have long forgotten. In one scene, Paul was talking
to someone and lamenting his struggles with his old and new
nature, which is ultimately promulgated in Romans 7:15-20.
My point is God did not necessarily dictate the scriptures
to the writers but what God inspired them to write was an
outgrowth of their everyday lives, thoughts and conversations.

A. Old Testament: thus saith the Lord
Exodus 4:22...thou shalt say unto Pharaoh thus saith the
Lord (over 400 times) Isaiah 1:2...Hear, O heavens and
give ear for the Lord hath spoken Jeremiah 1:4.. Then
the Word of the Lord came to me Jeremiah 30:2...Thus
speaketh the Lord God of Israel, saying, Write all the
words that I have spoken in a book.

B. New Testament: 2 Timothy 3:16...All scripture is given by
inspiration of God...2 Peter 1:20-21...Knowing this
first that no prophecy of the scripture is of any private
interpretation. For all the prophecy came not at any time
by the will of man but by holy men of God spoke as they
were moved by the Holy Spirit

Writers: Kings, Prophets, Fishermen, Farmer (Gideon)
Contents: 66 Books, written over a period of 1,500. Most
published/republished book translated in over 1,000
languages

II. Introduction of God John 1:1...in the beginning was the Word,
and the Word was with God and the Word was God.

A. God in Creation: Genesis 1:1...in the beginning God
created the heaven and earth Psalms 19:1-6 regarding
creation and His Content, Continuation, Character,
Coverage, Control

1. Acts 14:17...never the less he left us not himself
without a witness in that he did good and gave
us rain from heaven and fruitful seasons filling
our hearts with food and gladness
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2. Romans 1:20...for the invisible things of him
from creation of the world are clearly seen being
understood by the things that are made, even
his eternal power and Godhead, so that they are
without excuse

B. God in Redemption: Psalms 19:7...the law of the Lord is
perfect converting the soul John 3:16-17...For God so
Loved the World, For God sent not his Son to condemn
the world, but that the world through him might be saved

C. God in Revelation
1. of himself initially, Romans 1:19-20, Psalms 19:1
2. in His Son Ultimately, 1 Thessalonians 4:16-17...
and the Lord himself shall descend...Revelation
1:1.. . The Revelation of Jesus Christ, which God
gave unto him to show...

III. Instruction by God
A. For our Protection:

1. Old Testament: Psalms 119:1-176

2. New Testament: 2 Tim. 3:16-17
a. Doctrine: what is right
b. Correction: what is not right
c. Reproof: how to get right
d. Training in righteousness: how to stay right

B. For our Prosperity
1. Old Testament: Joshua 1:8... this book of the law
shall not depart out of thy mouth but thou shalt
meditate therein day and night that thou may do
according to all that is written therein for then
thou shalt make thy way prosperous and then
thou shalt have good success
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2. New Testament: Revelation 1:3...blessed is he
that readeth and they that hear the words of
this prophecy, and keep those things which are
written in it, for the time is at hand

IV. Inerrancy: without error

A. Practically: 2 Kings 6:6... and the Iron did swim...not to
make light or jest and I do believe the ax head came to
the surface, but think, but for the Titanic metal swims all
the time!

B. Spiritually: if I discount what the Bible says concerning
the miracle of the parting of the Red Sea should I doubt
what it says about salvation? Then where do I stop, I
become a debater of the word and not a doer. If I cannot
believe God concerning my salvation and its miracle can
I discount what it says concerning stewardship? Thus, I
come up with a Bible, which is full of holes which I have
created and in a crisis what if Ineed a part I have discarded!

V. Infallibility: will never fail, no matter the circumstances...
for the..Aviator-Flight Plan, Builder-Foundation, Chef-
Ingredients, Draftsman-Blueprint, Electrician-Power, Florist-
Garden of Eden, Geologist-Rock of Ages, Homemaker-Heart
Inventor-Inspiration, Judge-Law of the Universe, King-
Wisdom, Locksmith-Key to Life, Mason-Mortar, Navigator-
Sextant, Optometrist-Light of the World, Pastor-Passion,
Quarterback-Playbook, Respiratory Therapist-Breath of Life,
Singer-Notes/Music, Truck Driver-Road Map, Umpire-Rules,
Violinist-Symphony, X-Ray Tech.-Sight into the Unseen,
Yachtsman-Compass, Zoologist-Noah’s ark
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Chaptcr 2 - God - The Father, Son, and ﬁoly Spirit

WE BELIEVE IN THE TRINITY

Where is the Trinity found in the Bible? The word is not
found in the Bible, however the Concept is found in:

Old Testament: First mention of God, Gen. 1:1, In the beginning
God, in Spirit...Gen.1:2...and the Spirit of God moved upon
the face of the waters. Mention of God in a plural state in an
image...Gen. 1:26...and God said, Let us make man in our
image, reference to Jesus the Son, Gen. 3:15...and he (Jesus)
shall bruise his thy head and he (Satan) shall bruise his
(Jesus) heal. One reference here to Jesus” heal is the bruising
to his heal as he labored to breathe while on the cross

New Testament: The first mention of all three in one place,
Matthew 3:16...Jesus when he was baptized...and he saw
the Spirit of God descending like a dove...verse 17...And,
lo a voice from heaven, saying, This is my Beloved Son, in
whom I am well pleased. Matthew 28:19.. baptizing them in
the name of the Father, Son and the Holy Spirit. 1 John 57...
For there are three that bear record in heaven, the Father,
the Word (remember John 1:14...and the Word was made flesh
and dwelt among us) and the Holy Spirit.
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I. God the Father:

God

There is one and only one living and true God. He is an intelligent,
spiritual, and personal Being, the Creator, Redeemer, Preserver, and
Ruler of the universe. God is infinite in holiness and all other perfections.
God is all-powerful and all knowing; and His perfect knowledge extends
to all things, past, present, and future, including the future decisions
of His free creatures. To Him we owe the highest love, reverence, and
obedience. The eternal triune God reveals Himself to us as Father, Son,
and Holy Spirit, with distinct personal attributes, but without division
of nature, essence, or being.

God the Father

God as Father reigns with providential care over His universe, His
creatures, and the flow of the stream of human history according to
the purposes of His grace. He is all-powerful, all knowing, all loving,
and all wise. God is Father in truth to those who become children
of God through faith in Jesus Christ. He is fatherly in His attitude
toward all men.

Genesis 1:1; 2:7; Exodus 3:14; 6:2-3; 15:11ff,; 20:1ff,; Leviticus
22:2; Deuteronomy 6:4; 32:6; 1 Chronicles 29:10; Psalm 19:1-3; Isaiah
43:3,15; 64:8; Jeremiah 10:10; 17:13; Matthew 6:9ff.; 7:11; 23:9; 28:19;
Mark 1:9-11; John 4:24; 5:26; 14:6-13; 17:1-8; Acts 1:7, Romans 8:14-
15; 1 Corinthians 8:6; Galatians 4:6; Ephesians 4:6; Colossians 1:15; 1
Timothy 1:17; Hebrews 11:6; 12:9; 1 Peter 1:17; 1 John 5:7.

A. His Character

1. Omnipotence: Definition: God as all Powerful,
God as the Almighty Revelation 19:6...For the
Lord God omnipotent reigneth Genesis 17:1...
said unto him, I am the Almighty God; walk
before me and be thou perfect.

2. Omniscience: Definition: God is all knowing
Psalms 147:4...He appointeth the number of
the stars; he calleth them all by their names.
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Matthew 10:29-30...and one of them shall fall on
the ground without our Father.. verse 30...but the
very hairs of your head are all numbered.

3. Omnipresence: Definition: God is present at all
places and all times Psalms 139:8-10...if I ascend
up into heaven...make my bed in hell...dwell in
the uttermost parts of the sea, thou art there.

B. His Compassion

1. Love Initiated: Old Testament: Gen. 12:1...get
thee out of thy country...unto a land I will show
thee; verse 2...and I will make thee a great nation,
and will bless thee and make thy name great; and
thou shalt be a blessing. Isaiah 49:8...Thus saith
the Lord; In an acceptable time have I heard thee
and in a day of salvation have I helped thee (Jesus
as suffering/saving servant)New Testament:
John 17:3...and this is life eternal that they might
know thee, the only true God, and Jesus Christ
whom thou has sent. 2 Thessalonians 1:13...
because God hath from the beginning chosen
you to salvation...

2. Long-suffering Demonstrated: Old Testament:
Exodus 16:12...I have heard the murmurings...
Exodus 177...they tested the Lord saying Is the
Lord among us or not? New Testament: 2 Peter
3:9...is long-suffering toward us, not willing that
any should perish but that all should come to
repentance.
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II. Jesus the Son:
God the Son

Christ is the eternal Son of God. In His incarnation as Jesus Christ
He was conceived of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. Jesus
perfectly revealed and did the will of God, taking upon Himself human
nature with its demands and necessities and identifying Himself
completely with mankind yet without sin. He honored the divine law
by His personal obedience, and in His substitutionary death on the
cross He made provision for the redemption of men from sin. He was
raised from the dead with a glorified body and appeared to His disciples
as the person who was with them before His crucifixion. He ascended
into heaven and is now exalted at the right hand of God where He is
the One Mediator, fully God, fully man, in whose Person is effected
the reconciliation between God and man. He will return in power and
glory to judge the world and to consummate His redemptive mission.
He now duwells in all believers as the living and ever present Lord.

Genesis 18:1ff; Psalms 2:7ff,; 110:1ff.; Isaiah 7:14; 53; Matthew
1:18-23;3:17;8:29;11:27; 14:33; 16:16,27; 17:5; 27; 28:1-6,19; Mark 1:1;
3:11; Luke 1:35; 4:41; 22:70; 24:46; John 1:1-18,29; 10:30,38; 11:25-27;
12:44-50; 14:7-11; 16:15-16,28; 17:1-5, 21-22; 20:1-20,28; Acts 1:9;
2:22-24; 7:55-56; 9:4-5,20; Romans 1:3-4; 3:23-26; 5:6-21; 8:1-3,34;
10:4; 1 Corinthians 1:30; 2:2; 8:6; 15:1-8,24-28; 2 Corinthians 5:19-21;
8:9; Galatians 4:4-5; Ephesians 1:20; 3:11; 4:7-10; Philippians 2:5-11;
Colossians 1:13-22; 2:9; 1 Thessalonians 4:14-18; 1 Timothy 2:5-6;
3:16; Titus 2:13-14; Hebrews 1:1-3; 4:14-15; 7:14-28; 9:12-15,24-28;
12:2; 13:8; 1 Peter 2:21-25; 3:22; 1 John 1:7-9; 3:2; 4:14-15; 5:9; 2 John
7-9; Revelation 1:13-16; 5:9-14; 12:10-11; 13:8; 19:16.
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A. His Claim

1. His Equality with God: Old Testament: Isaiah 9:6...
and his name shall be called...The Mighty God, The
Everlasting Father. New Testament: John 14:9-11...
He that hath seem me hath seen the Father.. vrs 11...
Believe me that I am in the Father and the Father in
me.

2. His Deity as God: Old Testament: Psalms 110:1...
the Lord said unto my Lord sit thou at my right
hand...New Testament: John 858, Jesus said...
verily I say unto you Before Abraham was, I am
...Colossians 2:9,10,...For in him dwelleth all the
fullness of the Godhead bodily.. .verse 10...who is
the head of all principality and power.

3. His Humanity: Old Testament: Isaiah 9:6...for
unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given.
New Testament: Matthew 21, 9 ... when Jesus
was born...verse 9...where the young child was.
Matthew 4:1-11...the temptation of Jesus. Jesus
ate, wept, thirst, and John 19:33 died...

B. His Call

1. A Son for God: Luke 1:32...He shall be great and
shall be called the Son of the Highest.

2. A Savior for Man: Luke 2:11...in the city of David
a Savior who is Christ the Lord. Matthew 1:21...
and thou shalt call his name JESUS, for he shall
save the people from their sin. Luke 19:10...for
the Son of man is come to seek and to save that
which was lost.

C. His Conception
His Conception: Old Testament: Isaiah 7:13-14...Therefore
the Lord himself shall give you a sign; Behold the virgin
shall conceive and bear a son and shall call his name
Immanuel (God with Us) Although this was to Ahaz it
was a prophetic statement to the House of David
(see verse 13)
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New Testament: Matthew 1:18..before they came
together, she (Mary) was found with child of the Holy
Spirit

Note: for years we have been arguing the concept of
immaculate conception with the world. Now, even
Hollywood appears to have embraced the concept. One
of the movies in the Star Wars collection, revolves around
Anakin Skywalker (ultimately becoming Darth Vadar)
as a young boy. When his mother is questioned by a
Jedi knight about his father, she says he has none and
she just conceived. This could be looked as the world
validating (not that what God has ever done, or will do,
in any way needs human validation) everything we have
ever defended concerning the virgin birth. Of course the
context is not the same, but the content is, as the world
will eventually validate ALL the things of God!

D. The Consequences
1. Practically

a. Mary’s Amazement: Luke 1:27, 34...how
shall this be seeing I know no man...
verse... 27...Gabriel...sent from God...to a
virgin espoused to a man whose name was
Joseph Note here the Catholic belief and
the thought of Mary as favored... Luke 1:28
and the angel came in unto her and said
thou art highly favored, the Lord is with
thee: blessed art thou among women. Luke
1:42.. Blessed art thou among women

b. Joseph’s Predicament: Matthew 1:19...then
Joseph her husband being a just man and
not willing to make her a public example...
Joseph's options: Divorce or Death

c. Joseph’s Acknowledgment: Matthew 1:20-
25...thought on these things... verse 24...
Then Joseph...did as the angel of the Lord
had bidden him and took unto him his wife
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2. Spiritually

a. Generally: The bloodline is traced through
the Father. So, the original sin of Adam
would course through his veins if tracing
his bloodline in this regard; however:

3. Genealogy:

a. Father: His Royalty - Luke 2:4: And
Joseph...(because he was of the house and
lineage of David)

b. Mother: His Purity/Humanity - Matthew
1:16...and Jacob begat Joseph the husband
of Mary “of whom was born” Jesus. Thus,
not begat by the natural but was born of the
supernatural. Thus, as related to Jesus and
to him only, the inheritance of a sin nature
of Adam does not flow from the bloodline
of the natural father. His sinlessness
flowed from his supernatural father. This
is the same one experiences in salvation.
We have a natural birth but it takes us
“being born of the spirit” a supernatural
birth to become children of God. Look at
John 3 and Nicodemus - begat naturally,
born again supernaturally!

II1. God the Holy Spirit
God the Holy Spirit

The Holy Spirit is the Spirit of God, fully divine. He inspired holy
men of old to write the Scriptures. Through illumination He enables
men to understand truth. He exalts Christ. He convicts men of sin,
of righteousness, and of judgment. He calls men to the Saviour, and
effects regeneration. At the moment of regeneration He baptizes every
believer into the Body of Christ. He cultivates Christian character,
comforts believers, and bestows the spiritual gifts by which they
serve God through His church. He seals the believer unto the day of
final redemption. His presence in the Christian is the guarantee that
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God will bring the believer into the fullness of the stature of Christ.
He enlightens and empowers the believer and the church in worship,
evangelism, and service.

Genesis 1:2; Judges 14:6; Job 26:13; Psalms 51:11; 139:7ff.; Isaiah
61:1-3; Joel 2:28-32; Matthew 1:18; 3:16; 4:1; 12:28-32; 28:19; Mark
1:10,12; Luke 1:35; 4:1,18-19; 11:13; 12:12; 24:49; John 4:24; 14:16-
17,26; 15:26; 16:7-14; Acts 1:8; 2:1-4,38; 4:31; 5:3; 6:3; 7:55; 8:17,39;
10:44; 13:2; 15:28;, 16:6, 19:1-6; Romans 8:9-11,14-16,26-27; 1
Corinthians 2:10-14; 3:16; 12:3-11,13; Galatians 4:6; Ephesians 1:13-
14; 4:30; 5:18; 1 Thessalonians 5:19; 1 Timothy 3:16; 4:1; 2 Timothy
1:14; 3:16; Hebrews 9:8,14; 2 Peter 1:21; 1 John 4:13; 5:6-7; Revelation
1:10; 22:17.

A. as Comforter

John 14:6...and I will pray the Father and he shall give
you another Comforter that he may abide with you
forever. John 16:7...Nevertheless I tell you the truth: It
is expedient for you that I go away; for if I go not away,
the Comforter will not come... Romans 8:16... The Spirit
himself beareth witness with our spirit that we are the
children of God.

B. as Counselor

I John 2:20...But ye have an unction from the Holy One,
and ye know all things.

Positive leading: Acts 8:29...and the Spirit said unto
Philip, Go near, and join thyself to this chariot. Negative
leading: Acts 16:7...After they were come to Mysia they
attempted to go into Bithynia; but the Spirit allowed
them not.
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WE BELIEVE IN THE PERSON OF THE HOLY SPIRIT
What does one think of when you think of a person?

I. His Personality

A. Intellect: 1 Corinthians 2:10-11...But God hath revealed
them to us by his Spirit; for the Spirit searcheth all things.
Yea the deep things of God, verse. 11...for what man
knoweth the things of man which is in him? Even so
the things of God knoweth no man, but the Spirit of God
(thus the Spirit must have intelligence to know the things
of God). Ephesians 4:30...And grieve not the Holy Spirit...

B. Dialect: New Testament: Acts 8:26...but the Spirit himself
maketh intercession for us with groanings, which cannot
be uttered (*note the case to make for those espousing
a prayer language could come from this verse). Old
Testament: Ezekiel 3:12...Then the Spirit lifted me up
and I heard behind me a voice of a great rushing, saying,
Blessed be the glory of the Lord from his place. 1 Timothy
4:1...Now the Spirit speaketh expressly that...

II. His Presence
A. Indwelling: Old Testament: Daniel 4:8-9... in whom
(Daniel) is the spirit of the gods (remember
Nebuchadnezzar was polytheistic at this point, thus
gods). New Testament: 1 Corinthians 6:19...What? Know
ye not that your body is the temple of the Holy Spirit
who is in you...John 14:17 Jesus said...Even the Spirit of
Truth...but ye know him; for he dwelleth with you and
shall be in you.

1. At Salvation: Ephesians 1:13...in whom also after
ye believed, ye were sealed with that Holy Spirit of
Promise (Here some denominations make the claim

for a 2nd Baptism, speaking in tongues, et cetera)
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B. Enabling:

1. As a Witness: Acts 2:4,8...And they were all filled
with the Holy Spirit and began to speak with
other tongues...verse. 8...and how hear we every
man in our own tongue, wherein we were born
(note these versus are used along with those in
I Corinthians, above, to reinforce those who
advocate the modern day gift of speaking in
tongues).

2. In our Ways and our Walk: Galatians 5:22-23.. .for
the fruit of the Spirit is ...verse 25...if we live in the
Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit. 1 Corinthians
12:7,28.. .manifestation of the Spirit is given to
every man to profit, verse 28, apostles...prophets,
teachers, healings, helps, governments

Note: while we are here: the difference between
an Indwelling and a Filling. There is always an
indwelling of the Spirit of those who are saved
as that is God’s promise, but, the constant Filling
is our prerogative ...see Ephesians 5:18...be not
drunk with wine but be filled with the Spirit
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Chaptcr 3 - Man and Sin

Man is the special creation of God, made in His own image. He
created them male and female as the crowning work of His creation.
The gift of gender is thus part of the goodness of God's creation. In the
beginning man was innocent of sin and was endowed by his Creator
with freedom of choice. By his free choice man sinned against God and
brought sin into the human race. Through the temptation of Satan man
transgressed the command of God, and fell from his original innocence
whereby his posterity inherit a nature and an environment inclined
toward sin. Therefore, as soon as they are capable of moral action, they
become transgressors and are under condemnation. Only the grace of
God can bring man into His holy fellowship and enable man to fulfill
the creative purpose of God. The sacredness of human personality is
evident in that God created man in His own image, and in that Christ
died for man; therefore, every person of every race possesses full dignity
and is worthy of respect and Christian love.

Genesis 1:26-30; 2:5,7.18-22; 3; 9:6; Psalms 1; 8:3-6; 32:1-5; 51:5;
Isaiah 6:5; Jeremiah 17:5; Matthew 16:26; Acts 17:26-31; Romans
1:19-32; 3:10-18,23; 5:6,12,19; 6:6; 7:14-25; 8:14-18,29; 1 Corinthians
1:21-31; 15:19,21-22; Ephesians 2:1-22; Colossians 1:21-22; 3:9-11.
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I. Sin’s Origination:
A. Heavenly
1. Satan’s Indignation: Isaiah 14:13-17 (spoken of
previously and the five I wills)

B. Earthly
1. Man’s Creation: Genesis 1:26...Let us make man
in our own image* after our likeness vrs 2:7...
And the Lord God formed man...and breathed
into his nostrils the breath of life...and man
became a living soul
formed - body
breath of life - spirit
living soul - soul *So man has a triune nature,
in the image of a Triune God

a. Fellowship: Genesis 3:8...And they heard
the voice of the Lord God walking in the
garden in the cool of the day...

b. Followship: Genesis 2:17...But of the tree of
the knowledge of good and evil, thou
shalt not eat

2. Man’s Temptation: Genesis 3:6...saw that it
was good for food - appealing,...pleasant to
the eyes - attractive,...desired to be wise - all
knowing..Genesis 3:5..For God doth know that
in the day ye eat thereof, then your eyes shall be
opened, and ye shall be as God, knowing good
and evil.

3. Man's Capitulation: Genesis 3:6...she took of the
fruit thereof, and did eat and gave also unto her
husband with her; and he did eat.

II. Sin’s Definition:

A. Sins of Commission: those thatI do Psalms 51:4...Against
thee, thee only have I sinned and done this evil in thy
sight. Romans 7:19...the evil which I would not, that I do
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B. Sins of Omission: those thing I should or do not do
Romans 7:19...For the good that I would do I do not do.
James 4:17.. Therefore to him to knoweth to do good and
doeth it not to him it is sin

C. Sins of Presumption: Presuming to think God does
not know or care about what I do Psalms 19:13...Keep
thy servant also from presumptuous sins. Let them not
have dominion over me. Numbers 15:30...but the soul
that doest anything presumptuously

III. Sin’s Destruction:

A. Universally: Romans 5:12...Wherefore as by one man sin
entered into the world and death by sin and so death
passed upon all men, verse 18...by the offense of one
judgment came upon all men to condemnation

B. Personally: Romans 3:23...For all have sinned and come
short of the Glory of God Romans 7:18...For I know that
in me dwelleth no good

1. Depravity: involves all the attributes of man

a. Intellectually: Romans 1:28...as they did
not like to retain God in their knowledge
(root) verse 29-31 (fruit)

b. Consciously: 1 Timothy 4:2...having their
conscience seared

c. Willfully: John 20:25.. Thomas...except I
see,...put,...thrust,...I will not believe.

d. Wholly: Ephesians 4:17-18.. walk not as
other Gentiles, inthe vanity of theirminds,
verse 18...Having their understanding
darkened, being alienated from the life
of God.

e. Totally: Old Testament: Psalms 119:133...
Order my steps...and let not any iniquity
have dominion over me. 1 John 1:18...If we
say we have not sin, we deceive ourselves
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IV. Sin’s Originator - Satan

A. his Formation
1. his Beauty: Ezekiel 28:12-15.. .full of wisdom, and
perfect in beauty
2. his Duty: Ezekiel 28:13...the workmanship of
thy tabrets (timbles) and of thy pipes (flutes) was
prepared in thee in the day that thou wast created
- Heavenly Choir Director

B. his Fall: Isaiah 14:12-17...How art thou fallen from heaven.
O Lucifer. Son of the morning! verse 13-14...the five (5)
“I wills” of the Satan...New Testament: Luke 10:18...1
(Jesus) beheld Satan as lightning fall from heaven

C. his Focus

1. To Deceive the Lost: Ephesians 2:2...In which
times past ye walked according to the course of
this world, according to the prince of the power
of the air, the spirit that now worketh in the sons
of disobedience...Revelations 20:10...and that
devil that deceived them

2. To Defeat the Saved: 1 Chronicles 21:1...and
Satan stood up against Israel, and enticed David
to number Israel. Revelation 12:10...for the
accuser of our brethren is cast down. Job 1:6-12...
verse 11 and he (Job) will curse thee (God) to thy
face.

D. his Finality: Revelation 20:10...the devil...was cast into
the lake of fire...and shall be tormented forever and ever
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Chapter 4 - Salvation

Salvation involves the redemption of the whole man, and is offered
freely to all who accept Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior, who by His
own blood obtained eternal redemption for the believer. In its broadest
sense salvation includes regeneration, justification, sanctification, and
glorification. There is no salvation apart from personal faith in Jesus
Christ as Lord.

A. Regeneration, or the new birth, is a work of God's grace whereby
believers become new creatures in Christ Jesus. It is a change of heart
wrought by the Holy Spirit through conviction of sin, to which the
sinner responds in repentance toward God and faith in the Lord Jesus
Christ. Repentance and faith are inseparable experiences of grace.

Repentance is a genuine turning from sin toward God. Faith is the
acceptance of Jesus Christ and commitment of the entire personality to
Him as Lord and Savior.

B. Justification is God's gracious and full acquittal upon principles
of His righteousness of all sinners who repent and believe in Christ.
Justification brings the believer unto a relationship of peace and favor
with God.

C. Sanctification is the experience, beginning in regeneration, by
which the believer is set apart to God's purposes, and is enabled to
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progress toward moral and spiritual maturity through the presence
and power of the Holy Spirit dwelling in him. Growth in grace should
continue throughout the regenerate person's life.

D. Glorification is the culmination of salvation and is the final
blessed and abiding state of the redeemed.

Genesis 3:15; Exodus 3:14-17; 6:2-8; Matthew 1:21; 4:17; 16:21-26;
27:22-28:6; Luke 1:68-69; 2:28-32; John 1:11-14,29; 3:3-21,36; 5:24;
10:9,28-29; 15:1-16; 17:17; Acts 2:21; 4:12; 15:11; 16:30-31; 17:30-31;
20:32; Romans 1:16-18; 2:4; 3:23-25; 4:3ff.; 5:8-10; 6:1-23; 8:1-18,29-
39; 10:9-10,13; 13:11-14; 1 Corinthians 1:18,30; 6:19-20; 15:10; 2
Corinthians 5:17-20; Galatians 2:20; 3:13; 5:22-25; 6:15; Ephesians
1:7; 2:8-22; 4:11-16; Philippians 2:12-13; Colossians 1:9-22; 3:1ff.; 1
Thessalonians 5:23-24; 2 Timothy 1:12; Titus 2:11-14; Hebrews 2:1-3;
5:8-9; 9:24-28; 11:1-12:8,14; James 2:14-26; 1 Peter 1:2-23; 1 John 1:6-
2:11; Revelation 3:20; 21:1-22:5.

I. Sin’s Substitution: Old Testament

A. Sorrowful Inception: Genesis 3:8-11, ...and Adam and
his wife hid themselves from the presence of the Lord
God, verse. 10...I heard thy voice...and I was afraid, verse.
11...Hast thou eaten of the tree whereof I commanded
thee that thou shouldest not eat?

B. Holy Provision: Genesis 3:21...the Lord God made coats
of shin and clothed them (what does this verse not say)
the death of the animals - thus the coats are a result of
the sacrifice. Genesis 22:8...My son God will provide
himself a lamb for a brunt offering (Look at this verse
in Context - see verse. 13) then/or “provide himself” a
lamb - interesting!

C. Jewish/Cultural Tradition: Exodus 12:5, 7, 13-14, ... your
lamb shall be without blemish, verse. 7...And they shall
take of the blood and strike it on the two side posts and
on the upper door post of the houses, verse 13...and
when I see the blood, I will pass over, verse 14...And this
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day shall be unto you as a memorial; and ye shall keep it
a feast to the Lord throughout your generations

II. Son’s Crucifixion, New Testament to Provide:

A. Propitiation: ask forgiveness, offer of apology, ask for a
pardon (courtroom analogy) Romans 3:25... whom God
hath set forth to be a propitiation 1 John 2:2...And he is
the propitiation for our sins (John speaking) 1 John 4:10...
sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins

B. Redemption: to pay a price (courtroom analogy it is the
restitution phase) being redeemed at the slave market of
sin. Note also the book of Ruth as the Biblical application
of Kinsman redeemer
Old Testament: Psalms 19:14...Let the words of my
mouth ...and meditation of my heart be acceptable in thy
sight O, Lord and redeemer
New Testament: Romans 3:25...Being justified...by his
grace through the redemption that is in Jesus. Ephesians
1.7..In whom we have redemption through his blood
even the forgiveness of sins. Also Colossians 1:14.. just
about the same exact wording as Paul writes again -
authenticity of the scripture

1. Willingness: John 10:17-18...I lay down my life,
verse. 18...no man taketh it from me

2. Sinlessness: John 1:29...Behold the Lamb of God
who taketh away the sin of the world. John 8:
46...Which of you convicteth me of sin? 1 Peter
1:19.. .But with the precious blood of Christ, as of
a lamb without blemish and without spot

C. Substitution: Matthew 20:28...and to give his life a
ransom for many. (Mark 10:45 same wording) 2
Corinthians 5:21...For he hath made him, who knew no
sin, to be sin for us that we may be the righteousness of
God. 1 Peter 3:18...For Christ also hath once suffered for
sins, the just for the unjust that he might bring us to God
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D. Regeneration: John 3:3..except a man be born again,
John 3:5...except a man be born of water and of the Spirit,
he cannot see the kingdom of God. 2 Corinthians 5:17...if
any man be in Christ he is a new creation..Romans 6:6...
Knowing this that our old man is crucified with him...

E. Glorification: Romans 8:18...the sufferings of this present
time are not worthy to be compared to the glory which
shall be revealed in us. 1 John 3:2..and it doth not yet
appear what we shall be, (but) we know that, when he
shall appear, we shall be like him, for we shall see him
as he is

JUSTIFICATION BY FAITH
L. Faith's justification

A. Individually: Romans 3:28..Therefore we conclude that
aman is justified by faith apart from the deeds of the law

B. Universally: Romans 3:29-30...Is he the God of the Jews
only..not also of the Gentiles- seeing it is one God,
who shall justify the circumcision by faith and the
uncircumcision through faith

II. Faith’s definition: Hebrews 11:1: For faith is the substance of
things hoped for the evidence of things not seen

A. Appropriation: Romans 10:17...So then, faith cometh by
hearing, and hearing by the word of God. Psalms 119:41:
Let thy mercies come also unto me, O Lord, even thy
salvation according to thy word

B. Application: Romans 4:5: But to him that worketh not, but
believeth on him that justifieth the ungodly (me) his
faith is counted for righteousness. Romans 1:17: For in
it (the Gospel) is the righteousness (righteousness is the
fraternal twin of justification) of God revealed from faith
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to faith; as it is written the just (or justified) shall live
(initially, daily, and eternally) by faith. Hebrews 11:6...
But without faith it is impossible to please him; for he
that cometh to God must believe that he is and that he is
a rewarder of them that diligently seek him

II. Faith and its role in:

A. Repentance: Ephesians 2:8..For by grace are ye saved
through faith.. 1 Peter 1:9..Receiving the end of your
faith, even the salvation of your souls.

B. Assurance: 1 John 54..For whatever is born of God
overcometh the world; and this is the victory that
overcometh the world, even our faith.
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Cl'naptcr5 ~ God’s rurposc of Grace

Election is the gracious purpose of God, according to which He
regenerates, justifies, sanctifies, and glorifies sinners. It is consistent
with the free agency of man, and comprehends all the means in
connection with the end. It is the glorious display of God's sovereign
goodness, and is infinitely wise, holy, and unchangeable. It excludes
boasting and promotes humility.

All true believers endure to the end. Those whom God has accepted in
Christ, and sanctified by His Spirit, will never fall away from the state of
grace, but shall persevere to the end. Believers may fall into sin through
neglect and temptation, whereby they grieve the Spirit, impair their graces
and comforts, and bring reproach on the cause of Christ and temporal
judgments on themselves; yet they shall be kept by the power of God
through faith unto salvation.

Genesis 12:1-3; Exodus 19:5-8; 1 Samuel 8:4-7,19-22; Isaiah 5:1-
7; Jeremiah 31:31ff.; Matthew 16:18-19; 21:28-45; 24:22,31; 25:34;
Luke 1:68-79; 2:29-32; 19:41-44; 24:44-48; John 1:12-14; 3:16; 5:24;
6:44-45,65; 10:27-29; 15:16; 17:6,12,17-18; Acts 20:32; Romans 5:9-
10; 8:28-39; 10:12-15; 11:5-7,26-36; 1 Corinthians 1:1-2; 15:24-28;
Ephesians 1:4-23; 2:1-10; 3:1-11; Colossians 1:12-14; 2 Thessalonians
2:13-14; 2 Timothy 1:12; 2:10,19; Hebrews 11:39-12:2; James 1:12; 1
Peter 1:2-5,13; 2:4-10; 1 John 1:7-9; 2:19; 3:2.



